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Using the ideas expressed in this article about how social processes are affected by different identities, I can see how this influences people to participate in sites like GreekRank. I found the concepts from sociology and psychology very intriguing and different than other sources that I have read for my research. Using the social influence theory is a great way to see differences in two groups, which tells me it can also help see the differences of the different genres of my research.
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	In this case study, the author evaluates the common stereotypes attached to Greek organizations from both Greek and non-Greek students. The authors main points are that understanding the perceptions of stereotypical characteristics surrounding Greek life from those in and out of Greek life can help combat those stereotypes. There are many stereotypes associated with Greek life which can be harmful to the community and addressing these stereotypes can show that people tend to favor the negative side of Greek life rather than the positive side of Greek life.
	This source relates greatly to my research since it brings the truth out about how college students on both sides truly view Greek life. This is critical to my research since it brings a call to action of how Greek communities can take initiative to show the benefits of Greek life more frequently since it usually has a negative connotation to the general population. The author being the president of her sorority establishes credibility since she is clearly motivated to evaluate the stereotypes thus being in a position of authority in Greek life.
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	This source discusses how the media’s negative depiction of Greek life affects peoples views and feelings toward sororities. Several of the hesitations of recruitment had to do with how the media’s portrayal could possibly even project onto them. Through interviewing women at USM about their attitudes toward going through rushing or sorority recruitment, it was concluded that the large majority of interviewees said that they thought sororities were represented in a negative light.
	The concepts of how the media has possibly made Greek life regress is very prevalent to my research. Although, it may not be fully relevant to my question I can still use their points of how the media shapes negative views of sorority recruitment and in the end will lead to negative stereotypes. By asking participants their motivations and hesitations this could help Greek organizations work harder to portray sororities in a positive light in order to counteract all of the negative portrayals in the media.
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	This article outlines the different genres used by a sorority in order to reach their goals and represent their shared values. The author uses activity triangles in order to differentiate between the different chapters of the same sorority. She then assesses the similarities that they share; same sorority, same values, same audience; and then the different genres used for each. The different genres used are shown to still achieve the same goals for the same sorority.
	I can use this article to better understand my research question since I can use the authors insight in order to analyze the different genres of GreekRank. I was inspired by how the author assessed how the genres impacted their sorority and can relate this to see how different genres impact different rhetorical moves. This article differs from other sources since it focuses more on the genres rather than the stereotypes which opens up a new perspective to my research.
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	This article was written for the purpose of understanding how an online news site influences stereotypical fraternity culture and deeper into how this can cause encouragement of rape culture in Greek life. Using a survey questionnaire, they asked a variety of questions about attitudes toward social identity attitudes related to Greek life as well as rape myth acceptance. From this questionnaire, it was confirmed that this website reinforced rape myth acceptance from Greek students.
	The source establishes relevance to my research since we have very similar research questions which both involve online news site’s. The call to action for the research relates to mine being how we need to shut down sites like these since they perpetuate harmful website’s and do more than bad than good. Although, they are not the same sites, this source proves how sites like these promote overall negative stereotypes.
Toomey, Payton. “Opinion: Greekrank Is a Toxic Hellscape of Objectification.” The Daily Wildcat, 17 Mar. 2021, https://www.wildcat.arizona.edu/article/2021/03/o-greekrank-problems. 
	The authors purpose for writing this piece is to prove that GreekRank is a toxic website that does not accurately represent Greek organizations and those apart of it. The content of this article goes into how this website affects the organizations themselves and those who are apart of Greek life, which could as a result put them at risk. Through genre analysis for each separate genre within the genre of GreekRank shows how this site reinforces negative attitudes toward Greek life.
	This greatly relates to how I can prove that GreekRank is a negative website since this discusses how it is a problem at schools across the country. The author establishes credibility since she is a student apart of Greek life at the University of Arizona and has recognized how students’ active participation has become a prevalent problem at her school. Therefore, this can answer my research question since this is also a problem that needs to be solved at other colleges.


























                                                             Literature Review

Greek life organizations have been around for nearly 250 years and was started for the sole purpose of furthering academic and social advancements of its members. Sororities and fraternities are value-based organizations that are supposed to hold members accountable in order to establish them into excellent members of society. Greek organizations have many different values ranging from chapter to chapter, but they are all a part of one community which is known as Greek life. “Fraternities and sororities were created as a place to foster academic, community service, and social initiatives that are unique to each chapter. Fraternity and Sorority life is based on the tenets of friendship, leadership, scholarship, and philanthropy” (SUNY Oswego, 2023).  All of these members commit time and money in order to be a part of their chapter and must exhibit certain behaviors to show that they are in it for the right reasons. In recent years with the rise of mainstream media, many problems have become more exposed for communities all around the world. One of these communities being Greek life has caused misperceptions and stereotypes across Greek organizations and overall giving the community an overall bad rep. 
Which is why I am interested in seeing how negative stereotypes are encouraged from the media and more specifically the website noted as “GreekRank”. According to the author Payton Toomey, “It’s a website dedicated to ranking and commenting on different sororities and fraternities on campus”. In Payton Toomeys article, “GreeRank is a toxic hellscape of objectification she talks about how the main genres of GreekRank are used to promote stereotypes that can cause negative attitudes towards those in Greek life. This source uses rhetorical analysis in order to study how the different genres apart of this genre set can encourage negative perceptions. This brings to my next source which also uses rhetorical analysis for the sake of further dissecting how different genres help a main genre achieve its goal, which is “The Genres of Chi Omega: An Activity Analysis”. I really find this source interesting as to how she used various research methods including both interviews and rhetorical analysis to understand how the genres used impact the goals they wanted to reach for their sorority. Which differs from other sources judging this study focuses primarily on the genres rather than the actual stereotypes of Greek life. Going back to the focus of how the media and toxic sites can cause misinterpretation and misinformation of Greek life, brings me to my favorite source being, “Frat Daddies and Sorositutes: How TotalFratMove.com and Greek Identity Influence Greek Student’s Rape Myth Acceptance”. Now, this source relates greatly to other sources I am using in the aspect that it discusses how the internet can reinforce negative attributes of Greek life but yet it also differs greatly to other sources I am using in the way that it goes into more of the dark side of stereotypes which include touchy and disturbing subjects like rape culture. This is a very serious issue which is one of the stereotypes attached to Greek life which is why it’s important that there is call to action similar to the one in this source. That call to action being “Sites such as TFM frequented by fraternity men that perpetuate rape myths and the objectification of sorority women should be of concern to those within the Greek community who are standing up against sexual assault” (Thompson, 2). Clearly, this shows that sites such as TFM should most likely be shut down since they can perpetuate harmful stereotypes especially for women in Greek life. Similarly, in the case study known as “Evaluating Stereotypes of University Greek Life” and the article known as “Exploring How Popular Media Affects the Motivations and Hesitations of Women Who Go Through Sorority Recruitment at the University of Southern Mississippi”, both sources use rhetorical analysis to look at the approach of how negative connotations or perceptions attached to Greek life are perhaps caused or reinforced. While “Evaluating Stereotypes of Greek Life” focuses less on the mainstream media and more on the physical subjects, which includes both Greek-affiliated students and non-Greek students which also avoids potential bias. However, “Exploring How Popular Media Affects the Motivations and Hesitations of Women Who Go Through Sorority Recruitment at the University of Southern Mississippi”, the author studies more how the physical media and moreover mass media portrayals of Greek life can push potential or current new members away from it. Lastly, the source that differs the most from previous sources discussed, is the article “Multiple Routes for Social Influence: The Role of Compliance, Internalization, and Social Identity”. This article differs from all the other sources for the prime reason that it focuses on the principles of how social theory impacts decision making for those individually and non-individually. So, this article unlike the rest contains nothing about Greek life or stereotypes but instead assess the sociological aspects of how one’s group identity and independent identity coexist across different continents, Korea and North America. This can be used to show how students’ participation in the website GreekRank is influenced by their group identity being at war with their independent identity. 
	To wrap it up, the popularization of the media and internet has given downsides to every community but addressing those can resolve the conflict rather than turn a blind eye. Each of these authors, used rhetorical analysis to study the genres and their corresponding moves attached to them. Some scholars found more success through interview or surveys, but overall utilizing rhetorical analysis can show the crucial aspects that may usually be overlooked in research.
